Make friends for yourselves with dishonest wealth
SATURDAY NOVEMBER 7 (Lk 16,9-15)

Without a very pure supernatural vision and the comfort of a healthy eschatology, the whole Gospel of Christ the Lord turns into a strange fable, a story without truth. Even his parables become nonsense: “The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure buried in a field, which a person finds and hides again, and out of joy goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant searching for fine pearls. When he finds a pearl of great price, he goes and sells all that he has and buys it.” (Mt 13,44-46). Everything is sold to acquire the eternal kingdom. 

St. Paul teaches Timothy by having a perfect eschatological line to follow. Without an eschatological line according to God, we are muddied in the things of the earth: “Indeed, religion with contentment is a great gain. For we brought nothing into the world, just as we shall not be able to take anything out of it. If we have food and clothing, we shall be content with that. Those who want to be rich are falling into temptation and into a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires, which plunge them into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is the root of all evils, and some people in their desire for it have strayed from the faith and have pierced themselves with many pains. But you, man of God, avoid all this. Instead, pursue righteousness, devotion, faith, love, patience, and gentleness. Compete well for the faith. Lay hold of eternal life, to which you were called when you made the noble confession in the presence of many witnesses. I charge [you] before God, who gives life to all things, and before Christ Jesus, who gave testimony under Pontius Pilate for the noble confession, to keep the commandment without stain or reproach until the appearance of our Lord Jesus Christ that the blessed and only ruler will make manifest at the proper time, the King of kings and Lord of lords, who alone has immortality, who dwells in unapproachable light, and whom no human being has seen or can see. To him be honor and eternal power. Amen. Tell the rich in the present age not to be proud and not to rely on so uncertain a thing as wealth but rather on God, who richly provides us with all things for our enjoyment. Tell them to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous, ready to share, thus accumulating as treasure a good foundation for the future, so as to win the life that is true life.” (1Tm 6, 6-19). All wealth, both spiritual and material, must be lived in view of the eternal future. Even the evangelizing mission must be lived with an eye always turned towards eternity.
At that time, Jesus said to his disciples: “I tell you, make friends for yourselves with dishonest wealth, so that when it fails, you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings. The person who is trustworthy in very small matters is also trustworthy in great ones; and the person who is dishonest in very small matters is also dishonest in great ones. If, therefore, you are not trustworthy with dishonest wealth, who will trust you with true wealth? If you are not trustworthy with what belongs to another, who will give you what is yours? No servant can serve two masters. He will either hate one and love the other, or be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.” The Pharisees, who loved money, heard all these things and sneered at him. And he said to them, “You justify yourselves in the sight of others, but God knows your hearts; for what is of human esteem is an abomination in the sight of God.”
It is foolishness to lose eternity for a badly lived instant. Yet no one today reflects. Nobody thinks. Eternal bliss is lost for nothing. Jesus warns us. Either we work for Heaven or for the earth. We cannot work for both heaven and earth. Man’s heart is one, not two. Either we orient the heart towards the sky or towards the earth. If we orient it towards heaven, we use the whole earth to reach heaven. If we orient it towards the earth, we will use Heaven and place it at the service of the earth. St. Paul warns Timothy. Never use Heaven for the benefit of the earth. Jesus denounces that the Pharisees have fallen into this very serious error. They were strongly attached to money and even the Lord’s commandments were transformed into means of acquiring more earthly goods. Judas sold Christ Jesus.

Mother of God, Angels and Saints, make that the Christian uses the whole earth for Heaven’s benefit.
